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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. B31 - THE VALE OF GRWYNEY

Introduction

1.  The present community of The Vale of Grwyney is the most south-easterly 
community in Powys.  In some respects, its name is misleading; the community's 
topography is defined by two valleys: the Grwyne Fechan and the Grywne Fawr 
which rise in the high Black Mountains and converge near to the 2nd tier settlement 
of Llanbedr before joining the river Usk, which is the southern-most boundary of the 
community.  These valleys are bounded by the rising high points of the Black 
Mountains: Table Mountain, Pen Cerrig-calch and Pen Allt-mawr to the west, and 
Patrishow Hill, Crug Mawr, Pen Gwyllt-meirch, Twyn Du, Pen Gader-fawr and Waun 
Fach which form a spine through the centre of the community.  The northern half of 
the community comprises largely uninhabited moorland and the extensive Mynydd 
Ddu Forest.  Glangrwyne, Llangenny and Llanbedr are defined as 2nd tier 
settlements in the Brecon Beacons National Park Unitary Development Plan; each 
settlement is just over a mile from the next.  The remainder of the population lives in 
scattered farms and dwellings in the two valleys in the south of the community and in 
the unclassified settlement of Patrishow.

2.  The whole of this community lies within the Brecon Beacons National Park.

3.  The community has a population of 702, an electorate of 650 (2005) and a 
council of 9 members.  The community is warded: Llanbedr with 251 electors and 
four councillors; Llangenny with 399 and five.  The precept required for 2005 is 
£4,017, representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £8.58.

4.  In the 1985 Review, the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales 
brought together the previously small communities of Llanbedr Ystradwy, Llangenny, 
Patrishow and the south-eastern half of the then community of Llanelieu to form a 
new community of The Vale of Grwyney, a name favoured by all the then authorities 
involved.  The main difficulties that the Commission encountered at this time 
concerned their proposals were for a realignment of the southwestern boundary of 
the community with the then community of Crickhowell.  Their earlier proposals 
would have taken into Crickhowell the factory of Elvicta Wood Engineering Ltd, 
together with Gwern-y-bwtler farm, Rheld farm and Belfountain Cottage and the 
Crickhowell sewage farm.  There was considerable opposition to these proposals 
from the then Llangenny community council, from the then Brecknock Borough and 
Powys County Councils and from individual occupiers, including the owners of the 
Elvicta factory.  Much of this opposition seems to have been founded on the loss of 
rateable values, particularly of the factory and sewage farm and on the rate 
differentials at that time.  The Commission concluded: "We regarded the boundary 
proposed in our Draft Proposals as providing an easily defined boundary which 
recognised the fact that the area in question is a natural extension of Crickhowell.  
However, in view of the strong representations that we have received we have 
considered whether such a large area need to be involved and we have concluded 
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that a new boundary line can be drawn which would include in the town the 
properties that are obviously related to Crickhowell."

5.  The Commission also proposed some small  modifications to the principal area 
boundaries with the then Borough of Blaenau Gwent and the then County of Gwent.  
However, these proposals were quashed in the Decision Letter of the Secretary of 
State for Wales, dated 10 October 1983.  The  Local Government Boundary 
Commission for Wales therefore made its final recommendations for a community 
council of nine members with the following warding arrangement: Llanbedr with 221 
electors (1979) and four councillors, and Llangenny with 258 electors and five 
councillors.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

6.  A submission form has been received from The Vale of Grwyney Community 
Council, proposing no changes in this community.

Assessment

7.  We consider it incumbent upon us to reopen the issue of the southwestern 
boundary of the community of The Vale of Grwyney, where it adjoins the community 
of Crickhowell.  In our introductory chapter, we have stated that one of our objectives 
in this review is to ensure that settlement boundaries as defined in the Unitary 
Development Plans are within the community boundaries and will remain so for the 
foreseeable future.  We emphasised that we considered it contrary to the interests of 
effective and convenient local government for a settlement boundary to  stray over a 
community boundary - either now or in the near future of the Plans' terms.  We 
stated that we would look carefully at the county's towns, which are often contained 
within small geographical community areas, to ensure that this did not occur.  The 
town of Crickhowell gives way, very abruptly, to open countryside, and we consider 
that it would not be appropriate for farms in the open countryside to the southeast of 
the town and including Gwern-y-bwtler farm, Rheld farm and Graig barn to be 
transferred from the more rural community of The  Vale of Grwyney.  However, we 
consider that it would be appropriate for the Elvicta factory site and the town's 
sewage farm to be transferred into the town in a small adjustment of the south-
western boundary of community of The Vale of Grwyney from near to Great Oak, 
following field boundaries south-eastwards to near to the sewage farm.  Admittedly, 
this will not involve the transfer of any residential properties at this time, but it would 
give the community of Crickhowell an involvement in facilities that are closely 
associated with the town, and it would ensure that the present settlement boundary 
of the town would lie well within its community boundary.

8.  The electorate of The Vale of Grwyney has increased from 479 in 1979 to 650 in 
2005.  There are no allocations of development land in any of the three 2nd tier 
settlements in the Brecon Beacons National Park Unitary Development Plan, and 
further development in this community will therefore be limited to agriculture or 
forestry dwellings in accordance with policy ES12 of the Plan and to conversions, 
renovations, demolition and replacement and the enabling of affordable housing in 
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accordance with policies ES24-30 of the Plan.  (We are inclined to discount 
proposals for the mixed-use allocation of previously developed land at Cwrt-y-Gollen 
Army Camp owing to sewerage constraints and time-scales.)  We note that this 
community's electorate will now probably remain stable for the foreseeable future at 
about 650 electors, suggesting a continued entitlement in accordance with Table 7 – 
Guide to Allocation of Councillors to Community Councils to nine councillors.

9.  We have given careful consideration to the question of whether this community 
should continue to be divided into wards.  We are required to  apply the criteria in 
Schedule 11 of the 1972 Act in our consideration of this matter, and these are that 
(a) the number or distribution of the local government electors for the community is 
such as to make a single election of community councillors impracticable or 
inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable that areas of the community should be 
separately represented on the community council.  We do not consider that the 
number or distribution of local government electors for this community is such as to 
make a single election of community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; this 
community - with its 650 electors - is a medium-sized community when compared 
with others in Powys, and its mainly inhabited area lies within an area which is some 
four miles across in the southern part of the community.   Likewise, we do not 
consider that it is any longer particularly desirable for areas of this community to be 
separately represented on the community council.  The chiefly inhabited area of the 
community in the south is a well-integrated whole, and the number of inhabitants to 
the north and east of Llanbedr is small.  Furthermore, the three 2nd tier settlements 
in this community are very close to one another.  It would seem to us to be difficult to 
argue that this was one community that even so comprised different parts.

10.  While our draft proposals are that the warding arrangement should be removed, 
in this case we recognise that the arguments for and against retaining the existing 
warding arrangement may be finely balanced.  We should therefore give 
consideration to the allocation of councillors between wards.  (Schedule 11(4) of the 
Local Government Act 1972 requires us, in fixing the number of community 
councillors to be elected for each ward, to have regard to any change in the number 
or distribution of the local government electors of the community which is likely to 
take place.)  We note that the electorates of each ward will remain stable over the 
forthcoming years: with the Llanbedr ward having about 250 electors and the 
Llangenny ward about 400.  The resultant councillor entitlements would be as 
follows:  Llanbedr – 4 (actual is 3.47) and Llangenny – 5 (5.52).  In this community, 
representation favours slightly the more sparsely populated Llanbedr ward.  
However, we consider that this is justifiable; the Llanbedr ward is an extensive rural 
area where representation is required to meet the challenges of population sparsity.  

Draft Proposals

11.  That there should be a community of The Vale of Grwyney comprising the 
present community of that name less that  area at the Elvicta factory and the 
Crickhowell sewage farm which we propose to transfer to the community of 
Crickhowell;

The community should have a council of 9 members;
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That the community should not be warded.

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

650 9 72

_____________________________________________________________

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

12.  A letter has been received from The Vale of Grwyney Community Council.  With 
regard to our proposed area changes, they reject the suggestion that the Elvicta 
factory and Crickhowell sewage farm should be transferred to Crickhowell, arguing 
that the boundaries of Crickhowell naturally end at the top end of the lay by adjacent 
to Castle Road, that the factory and sewage farm are surrounded by fields and are 
in a rural situation, and that the sewage farm already serves Dan y Gollen estate 
and will be increasingly used by The Vale of Grwyney residents if the proposed 
housing development at Cwrt-y-Gollen goes ahead.  The Council agrees with the 
suggested figure of 9 councillors.  However, the council argues that the community 
should continue to have two wards.   They state that traditionally the area had two 
community councils before The Vale of  Grwyney Community Council was 
established.  However, the council suggests that the name of the Llangenny ward 
should be changed to Llangenny and Glangrwyney Ward because Glangrwyney is 
probably the largest settlement in the community and will certainly be the largest in 
the future with the Cwrt y Gollen development.

Assessment

13.  We firstly give consideration to the comments of The Vale of Grwyney 
Community Council regarding our proposed area change affecting this community.  
We consider that the reasons why we proposed this area change, as outlined in 
paragraph 7 above, are still valid; we considered that this change would give the 
community of Crickhowell an involvement in facilities that are closely associated with 
the town, while also ensuring that the present settlement boundary of the town would 
lie well within its community boundary.  (It has since been drawn to our attention that 
this area also includes Crickhowell’s sports and football field.)  While we accept that 
no further eastward development is allocated for Crickhowell in the Brecon Beacons 
Unitary Development Plan, settlement at Crickhowell currently abuts the community 
boundary at Ger-y-Nant and Great Oak road.  We have consulted the Brecon 
Beacons National Park Authority further with regard to the implications for this 
community of the potential mixed-use development at the Cwrt-y-Gollen Army 
Camp, but have received no response from that authority.  Even so, we are satisfied 
that, within the five-year term to which the Local Government Act 1972 often 
requires us to operate in the conduct of community reviews, the impact of the 
development of this site on the community’s electorate will be minimal.  On balance, 
therefore, we adhere to our Draft Proposals in this matter.
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14.  We give consideration to the present community council’s comments with 
regard to the warding arrangement of the community.  We acknowledged in 
paragraphs 9-10 above that the arguments for and against retaining the existing 
warding arrangement might be finely balanced in this community.  In light of the 
council’s comments, we have now considered how this community is likely to 
develop in forthcoming years.  The extensive and sparsely populated Llanbedr ward 
will remain stable.  However, the Llangenny ward will continue to develop, 
particularly at Cwrt-y-Gollen, albeit at a controlled pace and over a long term.  This 
divergence will probably make it increasingly desirable that areas of this community 
should be separately represented on the community council, and we therefore 
amend our Draft Proposals in this matter.

Final Proposals

15.  That there should be a community of The Vale of Grwyney comprising the 
present community of that name less that  area at the Elvicta factory, Crickhowell 
sports and football field and the Crickhowell sewage farm which we propose to 
transfer to the community of Crickhowell;

The community should have a council of 9 members;

That the community should be warded as follows:

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Llanbedr 251 4 63

Llangenny and 
Glangrwyney

399 5 80


